The antisymmetric many-body trial state which describes a system of interacting fermions is parametrized in terms of localized wave packets. The equations of motion are derived from the time-dependent quantum variational principle. The resulting Fermionic Molecular Dynamics (FMD) equations include a wide range of semi-quantal to classical physics extending from deformed Hartree{Fock theory to Newtonian molecular dynamics. Conservation laws are discussed in connection with the choice of the trial state. The model is applied to heavy-ion collisions with which its basic features are illustrated. The results show a great variety of phenomena including deeply inelastic collisions, fusion, incomplete fusion, fragmentation, neck emission, promptly emitted nucleons and evaporation.
Introduction and summary
The mean-eld picture has been applied successfully to low energy heavy-ion collisions where the velocity of the nucleons is large compared to the surface velocity of the mean eld. For beam energies E LAB ?E CB > 50 AMeV above the Coulomb barrier the relative velocity between the two nuclei exceeds the Fermi velocity of the nucleons inside the nuclei. Thus for E LAB ? E CB > 15 AMeV, which corresponds to about half the Fermi velocity, one expects that the nucleons are too slow to establish a common mean eld. This is re ected by the observation of large uctuations in the nal mass distribution or in other observables. Therefore a molecular dynamics model, which is not based on the mean-eld assumption, seems to be most promising for a dynamical description of these collisions.
Long before the observation of multifragmentation reactions one has attempted to set up classical molecular dynamics models to describe the collision of nuclei 1{3]. While collective degrees of freedom like the center of mass of a nucleus Article published in Elsevier Science 0 (1995) 1{0 can be treated classically, the trajectories of the individual nucleons cannot. This is readily seen from the two conditions for a classical treatment which are: a) The de Broglie wavelength in the relative motion of two nucleons should be shorter than the variations in the two-body interaction. Considering the range of the nucleon-nucleon potential, 0.3 fm may serve as an upper limit for the de Broglie wavelength Broglie This localization implies that the relative momenta k of the nucleons should be greater than 4000 MeV/c which is never ful lled for nucleons in the same nucleus as the Fermi momentum is only 300 MeV/c. The necessary relative momenta are reached in collisons with E LAB > 8 AGeV but only for nucleons which are in the target and in the projectile, respectively. b) The wave packet should not spread too much during the reaction time.
As an estimate one may take the time in which a freely moving packet of minimal uncertainty has doubled its spatial width. In the rest frame of the particle with mass m N = 939 MeV/c 2 this time is given by Therefore one must conclude that a naive non-quantal molecular dynamics picture where the nucleons are represented by points in the phase space cannot be applied to non-relativistic heavy-ion collisions below about 8 AGeV beam energy.
Quantum Molecular Dynamics (QMD) 5, 6 ] attributes instead of a point to each nucleon a gaussian phase-space distribution with a time-independent width but still uses classical equations of motion for their mean positions r k and mean momenta p k . These equations of motion contain a mean-eld force and a uctuating force generated with random numbers. While in the uctuating force (collision term) the Pauli exclusion principle for identical fermions is taken notice of by means of a "Pauli blocker", the mean-eld force is that of distinguishable particles.
Antisymmetrized Molecular Dynamics (AMD) 7, 8] is based on the same concept as QMD but the smooth part in the motion of the nucleons is described by the fermionic equations of motion 10] but using xed widths. Also the "Pauli blocker" in the collision term is improved as it refers to approximate canonical variables rather than to the parameters r k and p k .
Fermionic Molecular Dynamics (FMD), introduced in ref. 10] , takes the following view: The closest quantum analogue to a point in the single-particle phase space representing a classical particle is a wave packet well localized in phase space. The analogue to a point in the many-body phase space representing several classical particles is a many-body state which is the product of localized single-particle packets. If the particles are identical fermions, the analogue is the projection of this many-body state onto the subspace antisymmetric with respect to particle exchange. For identical bosons it is the projection onto the symmetric subspace. The wave packets are given by a set of parameters including mean position r k , mean momentum p k , complex width a k and spin direction k . Furthermore, the equations of motion for these parameters are derived from a quantum variational principle.
Using wave packets automatically guarantees that the Heisenberg uncertainty principle is not violated by the model. Using antisymmetrized many-body trial states automatically guarantees that the Pauli exclusion principle is respected by the model. However, the ansatz of antisymmetrized wave packets does not exclude the classical molecular dynamics picture. Actually the fermionic equations of motion given in section 2.5 go smoothly over into Newton's classical equations of motion when conditions a) and b) for classical motion are ful lled.
Since in FMD the energy is the expectation value of a Hamilton operator calculated with an antisymmetric many-body trial state, the ground state is in a natural way the state which has minimal energy with respect to variations in the parameters. Hence it is stationary and all parameters are timeindependent. The momentum distributions of ground states displayed in section 3.1 show that { besides the important e ects of antisymmetrization { the Fermi motion is essentially due to the width of the wave packets and not due to non-zero mean momenta. Section 3.2 illustrates how antisymmetrization also introduces shell e ects and delocalization of the fermions. These quantum e ects are certainly not in classical molecular dynamics models and are also not in models which include e ects of the Pauli principle only by blocking occupied states in the collision term (QMD).
The FMD ground states have to be treated like intrinsically deformed HartreeFock states. Section 3.5 de nes an ensemble by adding coherently individual events which di er in their initial orientations of the ground states. It is shown that the nal states can be averaged incoherently because they become orthogonal due to the semi-quantal time evolution.
To simulate the e ect of the antisymmetrization on the classical trajectories many authors 2,11{14] add to the hamiltonian a two-body "Pauli potential" which is supposed to keep the fermions apart from each other in phase space. Studying in section 3.3 the e ect of antisymmetrization on the trajectories renders doubts in this approximate treatment of fermionic dynamics. From the FMD equations it is possible to de ne locally canonical pairs of variables. Expressing the hamiltonian in terms of these canonical variables de nes the proper "Pauli hamiltonian" which is not the classical hamiltonian plus a "Pauli potential". A canonical variable depends in general on all the variables of all wave packets which makes it impossible to regard it as a coordinate of a single nucleon. Only when the wave packets have no overlap classical and fermionic canonical coordinates coincide.
Numerical solutions of the FMD equations show a rich variety of phenomena, the most prominent being the observation of large uctuations in the nal stage for collisions with identical impact parameter and beam energy but di erent initial orientations of the nuclei. On short time scales (100 fm/c) there are promptly emitted particles, multifragmentation and incomplete fusion while sequential decay and evaporation of nucleons from the excited fragments occur on longer time scales (calculations have been done up to 2000 fm/c). Emission of nucleons and intermediate mass fragments from the neck region are observed. Not all these phenomena are shown in sections 3.4 and 3.6. Instead of displaying a few snap shots at di erent times of the one-body density a much better understanding of the collisions can achieved by looking at the time evolution in terms of a computer animation which displays the shape and positon of each wave packet as a function of time. A diskette can be ordered from the authors which runs on an IBM compatible personal computer and contains more reactions than could be included in this paper.
The Fermionic Molecular Dynamics Model
The Fermionic Molecular Dynamics (FMD) model is built on three components. The rst is an antisymmetrized many-body trial state which contains the essential degrees of freedom in the many fermion system. These are represented by a manifold of parameters which specify the trial state uniquely. The simplest case is a single Slater determinant but one could as well think of a correlated many-body state which takes care of the repulsive core in the interaction. Also mixed states are conceivable. In any case they should be antisymmetric with respect to particle exchange in order to include the Pauli principle from the very beginning. This accounts for the adjective "Fermionic".
The single particle states which enter into the many-body state are wave packets localized in phase-space, therefore the attribute "Molecular". They are the closest analogue to classical mechanics without violating the uncertainty principle.
For a chosen parametrization of the trial state the equations of motion for the parameters are derived from the time-dependent quantum variational principle. This principle constitutes the second building block, the "Dynamics". Since there is a unique mapping of the parameter set on the quantum trial state the dynamics of the parameters is actually the representation of the dynamics of the quantum many-body state. The derivation from a variational principle guarantees the proper conservation laws and leads to a generalized lagrangian dynamics on a symplectic manifold 15].
The third component is the hamiltonian of the system. The choice of the trial state depends of course crucially on the properties of the hamiltonian. In nuclear physics, the free two-body nucleon-nucleon interaction cannot be used directly in the many-body system. There are genuine many-body forces due to polarization of the nucleons and even more important, one needs e ective interactions which are tailored to make up for de ciencies in the model state. Thus the choice of the trial state and the e ective interaction are intimately related.
In the following subsections the model will be exempli ed with a Slater determinant as trial state.
Time-dependent variational principle
The FMD model is based on the time-dependent variational principle
in which the trial state hQ(t)j is to be varied. This many-body state is speci ed by a set of parameters Q(t) = f q (t) j = 1; 2; g which are the generalized coordinates of the system.
The variation has to be performed with respect to each parameter q (t) with the end points kept xed, i.e. q (t 1 ) = q (t 2 ) = 0. The operator H is the total hamiltonian of the system. (Throughout the paper operators in Hilbert space will be underlined with a twiddle, to distinguish them from parameters or expectation values.)
The (2) which result from the variation (1) are written in terms of the Lagrange function
with L 0 Q(t); _ Q(t) := hQ(t)ji d dt jQ(t)i = X hQ(t)j i @ @q jQ(t)i _ q ; (4) in which _ Q(t) = f _ q dq =dt j = 1; 2; g is the set of generalized velocities and H(Q(t)) is the Hamilton function de ned as the expectation value of the hamiltonian H : H(Q(t)) = hQ(t)j H jQ(t)i : (5) Di erent from classical mechanics the Lagrange function (3) is linear in the velocities _ q but at the same time the set Q(t) = fq (t)g contains both, coordinates and momenta.
Using the general structure (3) of the Lagrange function the Euler-Lagrange equations (2) in their most general form can be written as X A (Q) _ q = ? @ @q H(Q) (6) or, if A is not singular 16] the equations of motion are
where
is a skew symmetric matrix, which depends in general on the variables Q(t) = fq (t)g. For details see section 2.5 and the appendix. (12) where E is the unit matrix. Their choice, however, is not unique.
Conservation laws
After having solved the equations of motion (7) 
The expectation value is conserved in time if 18] fH;Bg = X ; @H @q A ?1 @B
Since A ?1 is skew symmetric the energy H itself is always conserved by the equations of motion, provided they are derived from the variational principle (1). This is completely independent on the choice of the trial state .
In the following we show with quite general considerations what other constants of motion are and how the trial state has to be chosen in order to ensure the desired conservation laws .
For that we consider a unitary transformation with the hermitean generator G U = exp i G ; real : (15) The following theorem is proven below.
Theorem: If U maps the set of trial states onto itself U jQi = jQ 0 i 2 fjQig ; (16) then, as a result of the equations of motion,
That means that for this class of generators the generalized Poisson bracket is just the expectation value of the commutator with iH .
Proof: Since U does not map out of the manifold of trial states a special variation of the trial state can be de ned by a small time-dependent (t)
Inserting this into the variational principle yields
The last intregral vanishes because (t 1 ) = (t 2 ) = 0. But otherwise the variation (t) is arbitrary so that the integral can be zero only if eq. (17) (20) where the exact solution with the initial state jQ(t 0 ) i is G exact (t) = hQ(t 0 ) je i(t ? t 0 )H G e ?i(t ? t 0 )H jQ(t 0 ) i : (21) The kinetic energy T is such a generator. Since our trial state (30) is the exact solution of the Schr odinger equation without interactions it ful lls exp(?i T ) jQ(t)i = jQ(t + ) i : (22) With the two-body interaction included, jQ(t)i is not an exact solution anymore, but the expectation value of the total kinetic energy, which then is not a conserved quantity any longer, is well approximated in the sense of eq. (20).
Trial state
Classical molecular dynamics describes the physical system by Newton's equations of motion for a set of centre-of-mass coordinates of molecules which interact with each other via two-body interactions. These interactions are usually repulsive at short and attractive at longer distances.
Instead of classical points in phase space FMD deals with wave packets which are localized in phase space. For each nucleon (molecule) there is a gaussian wave packet parametrized by the set q(t) = fr(t);p(t);a(t); (t); (t); g hx jq(t)i = exp ( ? ( x ? r(t) ) 2 2 a(t) + ip(t)x + i (t) ) j (t); (t)i j i ; (23) which in quantum mechanics is the closest analogue to a classical particle described by a single point in phase-space. (t) is a complex parameter which contains the phase and the norm.
In FMD the match to classical positions and momenta are the parameters r(t) and p(t) which determine the mean values of the position and momentum operator of the single particle state r(t) = hq(t)j x jq(t)i hq(t)jq(t)i ; p(t) = hq(t)j k jq(t)i hq(t)jq(t)i : (24) Due to the quantum mechanical uncertainty relation the wave packet can be either narrow in coordinate space and wide in momentum space or vice versa. This non{classical degree of freedom is taken care of by the complex width parameter a(t) = a R (t) + ia I (t). It determines via its real part a R (t) the variance of the momentum distribution by the relation (25) Since the wave packet is spherical the widths are equal in all three cartesian directions. The imaginary part a I (t) appears in the expression for the spatial width as 3 2 a 2 R (t) + a 2 I (t) a R (t) = hq(t)j(x ? r(t)) 2 jq(t)i hq(t)jq(t)i = 3 2 X (t) (26) and determines in how far the wave packet is of minimal uncertainty. The product of the variances (27) shows that for a I = 0 one has the minimum-uncertainty packet where X K = 1 2 , while for a I 6 = 0 the uncertainty can become arbitrarily large. This means that the particle occupies more than ( h=2 ) 3 of phase space volume but at a lower phase space density, such that other fermions can nd place at the same area in phase space.
Besides the parameters for the spatial part of the wave packet there are two parameters (t) and (t) for the spin degree of freedom. 
the relation between the parameters and the corresponding spin operators is (t) = hq(t)j jq(t)i hq(t)jq(t)i ; (29) where (t) = (sin (t) cos (t); sin (t) sin (t); cos (t)) is a vector in the 3-dimensional real space and the quantization axis is the 3-axis. Thus (t) can be regarded as the \classical" spin direction just like r(t) or p(t), although there is no classical spin degree of freedom which can vary only its direction but not its magnitude as it is the case for (t).
In principle the same parametrization can be chosen for the isospin part j i.
A time-dependent isospin would mean that for example due to the exchange of charged pions neutrons can dynamically transform into protons and vice versa. In this paper we shall not consider rotations in isospin space but j i is assumed to be independent of time and either j i = jproton i or j i = jneutroni.
To describe a system with A fermions we construct with these parametrized single-particle states jq k (t) i a Slater determinant jq 1 (t); q 2 (t); ; q A (t)i jQ(
where the antisymmetrized but not normalized state j d Q(t) i is given by
The sum runs over all permutations P and sgn(P) is the sign of the permutation. It should be noted that q k (t) = fr k (t); p k (t); a k (t); k (t); k (t); k g denotes the set of parameters specifying the single-particle state with number k. The parameter set for the many-body state thus reads Q(t) = fr 1 (t); p 1 (t); a 1 (t); 1 (t); 1 (t); 1 ; r 2 (t); ; r 3 (t); ; A g = fq (t) j = 1; ; NAg ; (32) where N is the number of real parameters per particle, in our case N=10. Whenever q carries a greek index it is a parameter, whereas a latin index implies that q k is the whole set for the state jq k i.
Due to antisymmetrization FMD is constrained to the antisymmetric subspace of the Hilbert space and hence the Pauli principle is a priori incorporated. Furthermore, the projection (31) from a product state onto the antisymmetric subspace destroys for overlapping gaussians the localization of the particles and introduces shell model states. This will be discussed and explicitly shown in section 3.2. If the single-particle states jq k i are not overlapping, the antisymmetrization has no e ect anymore and the particles are localized in the individual wave packets. In this limit we return to classical newtonian mechanics for r k (t) and p k (t), which however can still be coupled to the non-classical variables l (t) for the spin directions and the widths a l (t). Of course also in this limit the particles are indistinguishable and it is not possible to decide which particle occupies which gaussian packet.
Expectation values of one-and two-body operators
In the FMD model we encounter one-and two-body operators for which expectation values have to be calculated with the FMD trial states. Since the single-particle states are not orthogonal the expressions involve overlap matrices 23].
The norm of the many-body trial state is given by
A! det ( fhq k (t) jq l (t) ig ) (33) with the single particle overlaps hq k (t) jq l (t) i given in Appendix A.1. The matrix O kl which will appear often in the following expressions is de ned as the inverse of the overlap matrix hq k (t) jq l (t) i O ?1 kl (t) := hq k (t) jq l (t)i ; k; l = 1; ; A : (34) In the following the time dependence will not always be indicated explicitly.
If the many-body trial state is a single Slater determinant all expectation values can be calculated with the one-body density matrix
jq k i O kl hq l j : (35) It is easy to verify that (1) is a projection operator ( (1) ) y = (1) and ( (1) ) 2 = (1) ; (36) which implies that the occupation numbers are either 0 or 1. The non-orthogonal gaussians jq m i are eigenstates of (1) with eigenvalues 1. An orthonormal set of eigenfunctions will be given in section 3.2 where the relation to the shell model is discussed.
The expectation value of a one-body operator T is conveniently calculated with (1) as hQj T jQi = tr (1) 
Small letters underlined by a tilde, like t for the kinetic energy, denote operators in one-body space while capital letters, here T , represent the operators in the A-body space.
For a single Slater determinant the two-body density (2) can be expressed solely in terms of (1) as ( 
In the case of two-body operators small letters underlined by a tilde, like v , denote operators in the two-body space, while capital letters represent the same operators in A-body space.
Equations of motion for FMD
In this section the more general discussion on the time-dependent variational principle and the resulting equations of motion will be exempli ed with the trial state of FMD de ned in section 2.3.
Since the hamiltonian H used in FMD contains the kinetic energy T and the two-body interaction V the Lagrange function is split into three parts
where L 0 (Q; _ Q) is de ned in eq. (4) and the hamilton function is according to ; (52) m N being the mass of the nucleons.
3 Numerical results
Two-body interactions and ground states
Up to now the interaction V contained in the hamiltonian was not specied. Since in this paper we shall only investigate nuclei with a few nucleons, we adopt two-body potentials which have been successfully used for the description of small nuclei 19, 20] . These interactions are repulsive at small and attractive at larger distances. The repulsive core is, however, rather weak and one should regard the potentials as a phenomenological ansatz for a G-matrix rather than the free nucleon-nucleon interaction which has a very strong repulsion for distances smaller than 0.5 fm. In this paper we are using potentials of the form V (i; j) = w a + (1 ? w a ) P M (i; j) V a (i; j) + w r + (1 ? w r ) P M (i; j) V r (i; j) ; Since this paper deals only with small nuclei the Coulomb interaction is not included in the dynamics.
In FMD the ground state of a nucleus is the many-body state jQ GS i in which the total energy H = hQ GS j H jQ GS i is an absolute minimum with respect to variation of all parameters q , @ @q H = 0 :
This implies that the FMD ground state is completely time-independent (up to an overall phase) and the time derivatives of all parameters vanish because, w a V a /MeV r a /fm w r V r /MeV r r /fm B1 0.5136 -140. 6 1. 
Requirement (55) not only determines the positions r k and momenta p k but also the complex widths a k and the spin directions ( k ; k ).
Besides the ground state energy we calculate also the root-mean-square radius of the charge distribution. Before comparing with experimental data we subtract from both the contribution of the centre-of-mass motion and add the Coulomb energy
where the total centre-of-mass momentum operator K CM is the sum of single particle momenta
and the centre-of-mass position operator is
The operator P p (i) projects on protons and R 2 proton = 0:876 fm takes the nite 
which is appropriate for gaussian distributions.
We also determined the ground states by minimizing the expectation value of the hamiltionian minus the centre-of-mass energy as de ned in eq. (57). This is preferable for the comparision with experimental ground state data. But the so found states cannot be used in a dynamical evolution with the hamiltonian H as they would not be stationary. Anyhow, the di erences are not essential and decrease with mass number A.
For the 4 He case our results should coincide with the original work of Volkov 19] and Brink and Boeker 20] because our trial state is the same as the ground state of an harmonic oscillator which they used. While the energies could be reproduced within three digits, the width parameter we obtained is the same as in the Brink and Boeker publication but di ers from the numbers given by Volkov.
Since in the dynamical calculation we do not correct for the centre-of-mass motion we also use the ground states of the hamiltonian without correction.
In In g. 1 and 2 we display for the V2 interaction, which compares most favourably with the measured masses, the density of di erent ground states in coordinate and momentum space, respectively. They are de ned as
x (x) = hx j (1) jxi and k (k) = hk j (1) jk i ;
where (1) is the one-body density matrix given in eq. (35) . The crosses in- dicate the centres r k and p k of the wave packets and the densities shown are integrated over the z-direction. In 4 He all four wave-packets sit on top of each other because the di erent spins and isospins of the four nucleons allow a coordinate-space part of the four particle state which is symmetric under permutations.
Adding a proton and a neutron leads to 6 Li in which now two proton and two neutron wave-packets are moved a little out of the centre so that two nucleons with equal spin do not occupy the same s-state anymore, rather a pstate can be formed out of two neighbouring gaussians (see section 3.2). This p-state, which is oriented along the x-axis, contains higher momenta as can be seen in the corresponding momentum distribution which is elongated in k x direction. Without antisymmetrization the momentum distribution would be spherical since all mean momenta p k are at zero. The next neutron in 7 Li arranges itself at zero in coordinate space, but at a non-zero mean momentum (see g. 2) shifting the mean positions of the other neutrons a little. The 8 Be nucleus turns out to be a loosely bound pair of -particles (the barrier in the FMD calculation is less than 6 MeV). In nature 8 Be decays with a life time of 7 10 ?17 s into two -particles.
In 12 C three -particles are arranged in a triangle. The dominance of thecluster structure is typical for the V2 interaction because it contains only a Marojana exchange which makes an -particle well bound and conserves the -symmetry.
Di erent from 12 C the ground state of 16 In FMD the Fermi motion is a quantum mechanical zero-point motion which resides to a large extent in the widths of the wave packets. But also the antisymmetrization is essential as for example in 6 Li or 8 Be it builds deformed distributions out of spherical packets. Fermi motion is not a random motion of the packet centroids. In the ground state r k and p k and all other parameters are time-independent otherwise it would be not the ground state of the system.
Models like QMD simulate the Fermi distribution by random motion of the centroids 6] which represents actually an excited model state. Therefore, in such models a special choice for initializing this motion must be found in order to prepare a system which does not cool already by evaporating particles before the collision takes place. For the same reason the study of outcoming fragments is strongly handicapped in models which do not consider the Pauli principle in the motion of the particles. Usually the Pauli principle is only dealt with in the collision term. In how far a so called "Pauli potential" can simulate the fermionic dynamics will be discussed in section 3.3.
Shell structure in FMD
It is not immediately obvious that FMD includes shell-model features like the nodal structure of single-particle orbits since the states are localized in coordinate and momentum space. One should however keep in mind that any unitary transformation among the occupied single-particle states leaves the antisymmetrized many-body state invariant. Therefore, after antisymmetrization, any set of single-particle states which is complete in the occupied phase space is as good as any other. This applies also to non-orthogonal states. To illustrate this we take four one-dimensional real gaussians with the same real width parameter a and zero mean momentum and displace them by 
where the orthonormal eigenstates of (1) eq. (63) the superposition of gaussians by means of the inverse overlap matrices can create a fully occupied momentum state, see for example in g. 4 the lower right momentum distribution at k = 0:8k F , where the individual gaussians give practically zero probability to measure this momentum. We also calculated the eigenstates of the kinetic energy in the occupied space and got perfect sinusoidal waves.
These two examples illustrate nicely that even localized single-particle states with zero mean momentum build up FMD many-body trial states which describe the harmonic oscillator shell-model or even the Fermi motion of a gas of fermions in which plane waves are occupied up to the Fermi momentum.
If one wants to simulate this e ect by a "Pauli potential", disregarding the momentum distribution in each wave packet, the resulting ground state momentum-distribution is unsatisfactory 12].
The e ect of the Pauli principle on the trajectories
In this section we investigate the in uence of the antisymmetrization on the trajectories 23, 24] . In FMD it is not possible to simply switch on or o the Pauli principle because it is a genuine property of the trial state. The alternative to the antisymmetric state is a product state of distinguishable particles, as has been used for example by Konopka et al. 26] . There is, however, no direct comparison possible between FMD and a model which is based on a many-body product state composed of the same single-particles wave packets. The reason is that already the initial conditions, namely the ground states, cannot be chosen to be the same. The FMD ground state would not be stationary in the product ansatz model and vice versa the ground state of the product ansatz would be an excited state in FMD.
However, for nuclei which consist at most of two protons and two neutrons one may freeze the spins and iospins in opposite directions and then the antisymmetric state gives the same results as the product state. Therefore, we study the time evolution of two colliding Helium nuclei and compare the FMD results with those of the product state. As long as the Helium nuclei are separated, the time evolution with and without Pauli principle is the same. When two wave packets which belong to di erent 4 He, but have the same spin and isospin, begin to overlap the e ect of the antisymmmetrization on the dynamics sets in. In g. 5 the time-dependence of various quantities is displayed for a 4 He + 4 He central collision at 0.2 AMeV which leads to a long lived vibrating 8 Be. In the rst row the decomposition of the total energy H = hH i into kinetic energy hT i and potential hV i is shown as a function of time. The second row contains the longitudinal quadrupole moment, the square root of which can be regarded as a measure of the distance between the nuclei. The following three rows depict the parameters r x (t); p x (t); a R (t) and a I (t) of wave packet 1 (left hand nucleus) and 5 (right hand nucleus), which have the same spin and isospin. In contrast to the quadrupole moment the parameters are in general not measurable. The last row shows the overlap between jq 1 (t)i and jq 5 (t)i. Due to the symmetries in this collision and in the interaction all the other parameters are either the same or have opposite sign.
The rst column is the result of the FMD model. When the nuclei get close they rst accelerate due to the attraction but then the wave packets are repelled whenever the overlap grows (peaks in last row). Alltogether the parameters of the system execute complicated nonlinear coupled oscillations. The second column has been obtained by calculating the same collision but with a product state as the trial state. The rst prominent di erence is that in this case the wave packets pass through each other from one side to other. The measurable quadrupol moment drops to zero which is not the case in FMD. Second, the oscillations are much faster and more violent, see the width pa-rameters. The reason is that the 8 Be nucleus is much more bound in a product state than in reality because the exchange terms which give a positive contribution to the energy are missing. Therefore the total energy of the fused system, which is the same in both cases, leads to little excitation in the FMD case but to a highly excited product state, see hV i in the rst row. It is also interesting to note that the overlaps remain rather small. Whenever the packets overlap strongly in coordinate space they have large relative momenta and vice versa. This shows that the smallness of the overlaps in a calculation without antisymmetrization cannot be used as an argument in favour of neglecting the fermionic nature of the nucleons. In the third column we put back one aspect of the Pauli principle, namely the exchange term in the two-body matrix elements. The product trial state is still kept but hV i is replaced by P k;l hq k ; q l jV jq k ; q l ? q l ; q k i=hq k ; q l jq k ; q l ? q l ; q k i. This is a situation somewhat similar to the treatment of the mean eld part in QMD where one uses the gaussian density packets of a product state together with a phenomenological interaction, which originates from the SkyrmeHartree-Fock hamiltonian. In this picture the energy is regarded as a functional of the density and exchange e ects are contained in the functional so that the expectation value of the energy is formally calculated in the Hartree approximation (product state). Again one sees much stronger oscillations and more excitation in the fused system.
In the fourth column we investigate the in uence of the Pauli principle via the but we are dealing with the wrong canonical variables.
From the numerical results in column 4 we see that the excitation of the system is similar to FMD, but the time evolution is completely di erent. In FMD large overlaps cause strong deviations of the fermionic A from the classical one and the result is a repulsion of the wave packets. This is not seen with the classical A where the overlap becomes large and stays large. Second, the nonclassical A matrix contains also A-body correlations in parameter space, because A 6 = 0 for and belonging to di erent wave packets (particles).
It is important to realize that the Pauli principle in uences the trajectories through A(Q) like virtual forces which appear when one is using curved spaces. A(Q) thus plays the role of a metric. One may argue that one is allowed to choose a phenomenological H(Q), since the e ective nucleon-nucleon interaction is not known anyhow, but one has no freedom in choosing A(Q) because this is a purely geometric quantity which depends only on the way the trial state is parametrized and A(Q) does not depend on the interaction. In the case of free motion there is no in uence of the Pauli principle on the parameters, a product state results in the same solution (67) for the parameters. The centroids of the packets move on straight lines while they are spreading according to the imaginary part of the width: a Ik (t) = t=m N + a Ik (t 0 ). Nevertheless, the Pauli principle is present in the antisymmetric many-body state jQ(t)i. If one asks for the probability of nding two identical fermions at the same point in phase space the two-body density (2) belonging to jQ(t)i (eq.
(38)) will give zero probability, even if the wave packets are strongly overlapping. The product state would of course not give this answer.
If one freezes the width parameter as a dynamical variable virtual forces appear through A(Q) and there is scattering even without any interaction 10]. For this and other reasons, mentioned later, it is advisable to include the complex widths a k (t) as dynamical variables in the trial state.
3.4 6 Li + 4 He collisions at E lab = 4.7 A MeV
The density contour plots in g. 6 display the collision of a (deformed) 6 Li nucleus with a (spherical) 4 He at E LAB = 4:7 AMeV and an impact parameter b = 1:4 fm. The crosses indicate again the centroids of the wave packets. The two nuclei touch, merge and the -particle orbits around the 6 Li. During the reaction the 6 Li gets highly excited and at t = 150 fm/c its density has dropped to about half of the ground state density. The expansion is followed by contraction of four wave packets to form an -particle and the emission of a proton and a neutron. The emitted particles occupy packets which have spread dramatically in coordinate space and correspondingly shrunk in momentum space. Only the outer most contour line, which is at 0.005 of the initial maximum density, and the cross reveal their presence (see t = 275 through t = 325 fm/c). Finally after the collision one observes two -particles with a scattering angle of about 90 degrees in the lab-frame, one more, the other one less excited, and two free nucleons with the same mean position, therefore only one cross is seen.
In g. 7 the initial state di ers from the one shown in g. 6 by rotating the 6 Li nucleus by 90 degrees. The impact parameter and the energy remain unchanged. In this reaction the nal state consists again of two -particles and two promptly emitted nucleons but the reaction products are created in a completely di erent way. Two wave packets of the initial -particle pull along two wave packets of the 6 Li to form the nal -particle seen in the lower left corner of the last frame at t = 475 fm/c. The remaining two packets of the initial go together with the two packets which were originally in the centre of the 6 Li and build the nal on the right hand side. During this exchange process the right most two nucleons of the 6 Li get lost and form during t = 300?400 fm/c a highly excited deuteron which decays subsequently into a free proton and neutron. It should be mentioned that the V2 interaction together with the gaussian packets gives only a very poor description of the deuteron.
An important result of this application of FMD to colliding nuclei is that the nal channels are characterized by large uctuations qualitatively in accordance with experimental ndings. In the following section we discuss the quantal interpretation of the di erent initial orientations in connection with many-body correlations and the formation of fragments. Li along beam axis.
De nition of the ensemble and uctations therein
Although the hamiltonian is rotationally invariant the ground states are in general not eigenstates of the total spin operator J 2 and J z but are deformed in coordinate and momentum space. The breaking of the rotational symmetry is of course due to the restriction of the many-body trial state to a single Slater determinant. The deformations re ect many-body correlations between the nucleons in the sense that within the manifold a trial state with a special order in the relative positions and momenta of the nucleons is lower in energy than a spherically symmetric con guration. For example in 12 C an arrangement in which groups of four wave packets form three -clusters in a triangle is energetically preferred. Or, if one takes the 8 Be ground state (see g. 2) the correlation between the two protons with spin up is such that if one proton is in the left hand -cluster the other one is in the right hand cluster. This two-body correlation does not exist in a spherical Slater determinant which contains only correlations due to the Pauli principle. Therefore, one may not argue that by de nition a single Slater determinant does not contain manybody correlations. In some sense the variational principle tries to make up for the de ciencies in the trial state by breaking the symmetry. 
where jQ(t = 0); 1 ; 2 i = A ( jQ GS1 ; 1 i jQ GS2 ; 2 i)
denotes the antisymmetrized product of the two boosted ground states with orientations 1 and 2 placed at a distance from each other and N 1 ; N 2 are the respective norms. p N 1 N 2 ) the two nuclei collide while they are in their intrinsic states jQ GS1 ; 1 i and jQ GS2 ; 2 i, respectively. Because of the linearity of the time propagator at any time t throughout the collision the exact many-body state is always the average over all initial orientations 1 and 2 weighted with the initial timeindependent amplitudes. The same holds of course for the nally measured state.
In the spirit of a semi-classical approximation the exact solution for a given pair of orientations 1 
This implies that for the expectation value of an arbitrary operator B the coherent summation in eq. (74) This is di erent from classical molecular dynamics or QMD where often random initial positions and random initial momenta of the particles constitute the ensemble. Since FMD has stationary ground states with the parameters given by the requirement of minimal total energy, the relative positions and momenta between the wave packets cannot be chosen at random. The ensemble in FMD consists of all orientations of the two deformed initial ground states, in accordance with the quantal picture discussed above.
Actually, the ensemble consists also of the di erent possibilities to choose an impact parameter. As in all other models for inelastic heavy-ion collisions we have tacitly supposed that the assumption (76) of incoherence in the nal state applies also to the initial coherent superposition of impact parameters or angular momenta which one needs to set up an incoming plane wave in the relative motion of the centers of masses. The averaging over the initial orientations has to be understood in the same way as the averaging over the initial positions of the nuclei.
All collisions shown in g. 8 are for the same impact parameter b = 1:4 fm and the same beam energy E LAB = 4:7 AMeV but di er in the initial orientation 1 of the 6 Li. The rst row is the initial and nal state of g. 7 where a proton and a neutron are promptly emitted from the outer edge of the 6 Li. In the second row 6 Li is rotated by 45 0 which leads again to two excited -particles but with the proton and neutron emitted from the neck. The cross indicates that their centroids are almost at rest but nevertheless they y in all directions because the wave packets are spreading. The third row is taken from g. 6 and discussed there. For the initial orientation displayed in the last row, where the orientation is out of the reaction plane, 6 Li survives as a highly excited nucleus without loosing particles before t = 475 fm/c. This example and many others for heavier systems 24] show that FMD is capable of producing large uctuations in the nal channels. They originate from quantal uctuations in the orientation of the intrinsically deformed initial ground state.
Each row in g. 8 shows the expectation value D (x) E = hQ(t); 1 ; 2 j (x) jQ(t); 1 ; 2 i of the spatial density. If one superimposes the di erent rows of the FMD results one obtains the ensemble averaged one-body density DD (x) EE according to eq. (76) (B replaced by (x)). It is obvious that for fragmentation reactions mean-eld theories like VUU or BUU 28{32] which are based on the ensemble averaged one-body phase-space distribution can make sense only in the initial stage of the collision up to the time when the system expands and decays into clusters. The nal DD (x) EE is a highly diluted density smeared over a large area without any resemblance of the outcoming clusters. In the expansion phase of a fragmentation reaction many-body correlations which are not contained in an ensemble averaged one-body density govern the dynamics.
It is evident that the amount of uctuation will depend on the size of the deformation in the initial state. This e ect has already been seen experimentally in low energy fusion reactions where the orientations of the intrinsic deformation leads to uctuations of the fusion barrier 33,34].
The dynamical complex width parameter
In g. 9 the coordinate space density of a collision between 7 Li and 15 N is displayed for two energies, E LAB = 6.8 AMeV (upper part) and E LAB = 28.7 AMeV (lower part). For identical initial impact parameter (b = 0.5 fm) and orientations of the two nuclei we compare the time evolution using the complete set of parameters with the one where all complex width parameters At E LAB = 6:8 AMeV the 7 Li merges around t = 152 fm/c with the 15 N and shrinks in size due to the attraction with the Nitrogen nucleons. But around 302 fm/c it becomes obvious that the three weakly bound nucleons in the p-shell are wiped o . The lowest density contour line, which extends far out, indicates that the three wave packets, with their centroids (crosses) already outside the fused 19 F nucleus, are spreading fast while moving away. One should however keep in mind that the V2 interaction gives only a very poor description of the 7 Li ground state. As can be seen from table 2 the binding energy is too little and the radius is too big. But even though the ground state is not realistic the reaction shows that FMD is sensitve to the structure of the initial state. The loosely bound proton and two neutrons are behaving di erent than the s-shell nucleons which form a 4 He core.
The second row in the upper frame shows the same reaction but all width parameters a k are removed from the set of dynamical variables. Here the system fuses without emission of particles. The reason is that a xed width implies a zero-point energy in each packet of about " kin = 3=(4m N a R ) 10 MeV. Inside the nucleus this energy is part of the kinetic energy in the Fermi motion. Outside the nucleus the zero-point energy of an emitted particle is determined by the amount of its localization at the end of the emission process. If the width is kept xed the nucleon carries besides its mean energy always the additional 10 MeV.
Compared to that a wave packet with a dynamical width escapes from a nucleus by rst spreading, i.e. a Rk and a Ik become very large 24], which has two e ects: rst, the large spatial extend leaves little overlap with the other packets and the negative potential energy tends to zero, second, the positive zero-point energy also becomes small so that the sum of both need not change too much during the emission. Classically spoken, a particle leaving the nucleus has to climb up the surface potential-wall loosing almost all of its kinetic energy before escaping. FMD gives values of about 2 MeV for the kinetic energy of evaporated particles in accord with experimental ndings. The emission of a wave packet with xed width is very unprobable because it carries away at least its zero-point energy of 10 MeV leaving the residual nucleus at lower excitation energy where the level density is much smaller.
These problems do not arise in QMD as the momentum distribution of the packets is nowhere taken into account. In AMD a subtraction of spurious zeropoint oscillations is performed 9] which also takes care of the localization energy in the center-of-mass motion of the fragments.
The lower frame in g. 9 shows the same collision but for E LAB = 28:7 AMeV. Here the 7 Li is completely desintegrated. At t = 150 fm/c one sees that the three loosely bound nucleons in 7 Li are distached from the remaining 4 He-core which however is so highly excited that it also nally decays. In the case of xed widths the 7 Li remains intact after the collision and does not show any sign of decay up to 200 fm/c. The reason is the same as discussed above.
The two examples show that the complex width parameter is an important degree of freedom and should be included as a dynamical variable in the trial state.
Outlook
The variety of phenomena seen in the reactions displayed in this paper and elsewhere 24, 25] promoted the idea to develop approximations to be able to calculate enough events for a quantitative comparison with measured data. Since most of the computer time is consumed in working out for each time step A 4 (A = particle number) two-body matrix elements and there derivatives which are multiplied with two inverse overlap matrices in a 3-and 4-fold summation (c.f. eq. (50)), we rst try to approximate the potential energy. Without antisymmetrization the e ort is propotional only to A 2 . But one should resist the temptation to neglect the antisymmetrization as it is essential for having the correct Fermi dynamics and shell structure of the initial nuclei and the produced fragments, as shown in section 3.1 3.2, and 3.3. Approximations retaining the properties of antisymmetrization are being tested know and they allow to do calculations up to about A = 40.
Besides the more technical questions how to speed up the computation there is the quest for a successful e ective interaction which not only gives correct binding energies and radii for all nuclei from 2 H to 238 U but also includes the repulsive hard core. In nuclear matter the short range repulsion is essential for correct saturation properties and in collisions of nuclei it is the origin of hard collisions with large momentum transfer populating unoccupied parts of the phase space. The saturation aspect is usually taken care of by a density dependent two-body interaction or a three-body contact interaction as in Skyrme-Hartree-Fock, where the many-body wave function is also a Slater determinant. For ground states the e ective interactions for simple shell-model like states are very successful but in the dynamical situation of a heavy ion reaction individual collisions between the particles occur which cannot be treated in an averaged way by a density dependence. In most models (like BUU, QMD, AMD) one therefore introduces these collisions explicitly by a random force which is changing the momenta of the nucleons from time to time in a discontinuous way according to recipes based on a Boltzmann collision term. Besides the conceptual problem how to divide the interaction into a mean-eld part and a collision term, the disadvantage of a random force is that it may destroy delicate many-body correlations important to describe the formation of fragments.
We are not following the same route but rather preserve the spirit of the FMD model: the choice of the parametrized antisymmetric trial state determines which physical phenomena are included while the equations of motion for the parameters follow from the variational principle. Therefore, we are incorporating now short range repulsive correlations into the FMD trial state by means of a Jastrow ansatz 35]. In this way one allows for hard collisions more violent than those seen in this paper. A division into mean-eld and collisions is avoided and the time evolution of each event is still deterministic. Unfortunately, the lagrangian cannot be calculated analytically anymore and cunning approximations are needed.
First results indicate that the ground states up to 40 Ca can be described well without overbinding and in heavy-ion reactions rapid variations of the manybody trial state occur, re ecting the collisions between the wave packets.
A Appendix
It turns out that the all expressions can be written in a convenient way using the parametrization q k = f b k ; b k ; a k ; a k ; k ; k g ; which we shall use in the following.
A.1 One-body matrix elements and their derivatives
The derivative of the expectation value of an one-body operator with respect to one of the parameters can be expressed conveniently in terms of the derivative of the one-body density (see eq. (35) where r is a member of the parameter set fb l ; b l ; a l ; a l ; l ; l g in which the parameters and their complex conjugate are taken as independent variables.
A.3 Two-body matrixelements
Analogue to the derivative of the one-body density given in eq. (A.6) one calculates the derivative of the two-body density matrix @h lknm @a k = a l a n ; @h klmn @a k = a m ( a l + a n ) ; (A.50) @z klmn @a k = a l a m a n ; @n klmn @a k = r 2 1 ( a l + a n ) + 2 a l a n + 2 a m ( a l + a n ) :
